Laila Al Akheeliyya Her Life & Poetry
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Abstract
The Arabic literature is one of the oldest literatures in the world. This literature
has been there for over fifteen centuries. Arab women have a long history of
literary endeavor.
Layla Bint Abdullah Al-Akheeliya was a well-known Arab poetess of Asar
Umayya. She was prominent for her poetry, eloquence, and her strong and
attractive personality.
Her poems include elegies for her lover Tawba ibn Humayyir .
She was born to the Banu 'Uqayl section of the Banu 'Amir Tribe,
coincidentally Qays ibn al-Mullawah and Layla Al-Aamiriya belonged to the
same tribe. But unlike them she was a city inhabitant not a Bedouin. She had
access to the courts of the Umayyas mainly because of her strongpersonality.
She belongs to the rare early female Arab poets who had the courage to speak
of her love publically. Her poetry is particularly related to Tawba Bin Al-
Humayyir. Tawba and Layla had fallen in love with each other. Tawba sent a
proposal for marriage with Layla her father refused and she was married off to
another man. Later, Tawba was assassinated, and this incident motivated the
laments of Layla that gave her even more courage. In spite of that love poetry
was not her only category as her poems were diverse in subjects however she
ignored politics. Here work includes exchanges of exaggeration with Nabigha
Al-Ja‘di and Humayda bint Nu‘man ibn Bashir. Her poetry was frequently
compared to that of Al-Khansa but Layla Al-Akheeliya had more various
imagery, not restricted to the desert, and used more than one genre, not
constricted herself to one subject. Her poetry is replete with philosophical
wisdom but she also used her poetry for income, and her poetry provided her
with links to rich and financially strong people. Layla Al-Akheeliya died in
704 near the city of Samawa in Iraq during traveling.
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