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Ibn Taimiyyah and the Efforts of Ghaznawi Family for Promoting His Views
Abstract

Ibn Taimiyyah (661-728/1263-1327) is one of the most dynamic and
seminal personalities in the history of Islam. Born in an age which, was
characterized by large number of distortions and Riots in Muslim society,
he struggled hard to revive Muslim society through inward animation and
re-interpretation of its values in the light of Ijtihad (interpretation of law)
based on direct recourse of the Qur'an and Sunnah. He came to be hailed as
the mujaddid of his age. His thought influenced not only his
contemporaries in the Muslim heartlands but reached far beyond.

It was in the cighteenth century, when Shah Wali Allah (1702-1763) was
prominent on the South Asian intellectual scene, that Ibn Taimiyyah's thought
came to be seriously studied in academic circles. After Shah Wali Allah, the
most powerful advocate of Ibn Taimiyyah's ideology was Nawab Sayyid
Muhammad Siddiq Hassan Khan (1832-1890), a veteran scholar and prolific
writer from Bhopal. At Siddig IHassan Khan served in popularizing Ibn
Taimiyyah's services in Bhopal, Amritsar came into prominence as another
centre of studies pertaining to Ibn Taimiyyah. It attracted the attention of
scholars like Sayyid Abdullah Ghaznawi and his sons Maulana Muhammad,
Maulana 'Abd al-Jabbar, Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahim, and Maulana ‘Abd al-Wabhid.
All of them belonged to what is known as the Ghaznawi School. They
established contact with the ‘Ulama' of Najd through Bombay merchants and
kept themselves informed of the works of the Shaikh al-Islam. They had some
of them published, began to give instruction in them and generally applied
themselves to the zealous propagation of Ibn Taimiyyah's ideology. They
stressed the importance of Hadith in articulating the spirit of ijtihad. This
article is a brief study of struggles of Ghaznawi family for promoting and
publishing the thoughts of Ibn Taimiyyah.

Keywords: Ibn Taimiyyah; Thoughts, Ghaznawi Efforts.
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