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Theory of Family Isnad by Joseph Schacht and the Fabrication of Hadith
Abstract
Joseph Schacht is most prominent figure among those orientalists who
have studied Hadith Literature in detail, and have posts certain theories
about authenticity, authority and safe transmission of Hadith literature
from the Prophet of Islam's (PBAH) to its compilabor age. Schacht
opines that all the traditions are fake and their chain of narrators (Isnad)
is fabricated. He named it "common link theory". His assumption is that
some very renowned early transmitters shoud be held responsible for
this fabrication. In this connection, Schacht has proposed that this
fabrication of Isnad was done very meticulously by adding the names of
family members i.c. from son to father, father to grandfather etc; so that
no one can object on its authenticity, Schacht terms this kind of chain of
narrators as "Family Isnad ". He claims that family Isnad are all spurious.
This article is intended to highlight the integrity and authenticity of
Family Isnad. Eversince that inception of Islam, there have been
numerous antagonistic attacks on primary pillars of Islam, Hadith (The
tradition of the Prophet (PBAH) being no exception, has been under
grave objections from non-Muslims, and even among Muslims too.
Keywords: Orientalism; Hadith; Joseph Schacht.
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There are numerous traditions which claim an additional guarantee
of soundness by representing themselves as transmitted amongst
members of one family, for instance from father to son (and
grandson), from aunt to nephew, or from master to freedman.
Whenever we come to analyse them, we find these family
traditions spurious, and we are justified in considering the existence
of a family isnad not an indication of authenticity but ()nly a device
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for securing its appearance.'
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Sometimes this mu'ammar was a historical person who claimed to
have reached an advanced age, this claim being cagerly emphasized
after his death by his pupil, the "common-link", who profited from
this age. At other times the mu'ammar was a fictitious person,
wholly invented, complete with his allegedly advanced age at death,
by the 'common-link" who pretended to have heard his traditons.’
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We witness the emergence of hordes of traditions, especially
supported by single strands with Ibn Mas'ud in the Companion's
position, which figure between Ibn Mas'ud and the cls a number of
long-lived Successors, who later come to be called mu'ammarun.’
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As Nafi' was a freedman of Ibn 'Umar, the isnad Nafi' Ibn Umar is a
'family isnad', a fact which, as we have seen, is generally an
indication of the spurious character of the traditions in question.
We saw further that Nafi' often alternates with Salim, 'Abdallah b.
Dinar, and Zuhri, in other words, that these transmitters of
traditions from Ibn 'Umar appear at random. This makes us doubt
whether the historical Nafi' is responsible for everything that was
ascribed to him in the following generation, and we shall find this
doubt confirmed later in this Cha]oter.4
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Keeping an eye on the transmitting families that most frequently
came to my attention, I discovered first that the over-all success of



Gowo & o AN LG o F Wiz

such families, as measured by the number of successive generations
of transmitters and as roughly gauged by the relative volume of the
materials they transmitted, depended on whether or not they were
hadith-writing families that preserved their manuscripts and passed
them from one generation to the next. It is no accident that the
families of Anas ibn Malik and 'Abd Allah ibn'Amr ibn al-'As
practically head the list, though exact ranking is difficult.
Anas'family had several direct and collateral generations of writers
who cherished the documents that had been received by Anas, at
least one of which was in the possession of his grandson Thumamah
(see p.29) when 'Umar II was seeking origina] documents
preliminary to the coditying of the sunnah by Zuhri. There was also
Anas' hadith as he himself wrote it, and he encouraged his family to
write down hadith also. Again, the sources are unanimously
emphatic that 'Abd Allah ibn'Amr ibn al-As (see p.28) from the
start recorded hadith and sunnah, His family isnad covered four
generations of writers, and there is some evidence of manuscripts
being found (wijadah) after the death of the author, beginning with
'Abd  Allah's original sahifah, which was among the family
possessions and copies of which were sent to "Umar II for Zuhri's
use. The illiterate Abu Hurairah established no genuine family
isnad, but several of his immediate transmitters who recorded his
hadith did so. Among these is Marwan ibn al-Hakam, whose family
isnad extended to his son 'Abd al-'Aziz to the latter's son "Umar (see

pp- 19-20).°
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The development of the family isnad and continuous written
transmission lead to the third inescapable conclusion (see pp.36f.),
namely that the bulk of the hadith and sunnah as they had developed
by about the end of the first century was already written down by
someone somewhere, even though comparatively small numbers of
memorized traditions were being recited orally.6
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If a statement of a father about his son or vice versa, or a wife about
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her husband, or a friend about a friend, or a colleague about a
colleague is always unacceptable, then on what basis could a
biography possibly be written? Early scholars researched this
Categ()ry th()r()ughly and dismissed suspect isnad and ahadith."
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But as Nafi' died in A.H.117 or thereabouts, and malik in A.H.179,
their association can have taken place, even at the most generous
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estimate, only when malik was little more than a boy."
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I prefer to believe that such passages indicate that Malik really did
meet and hear from Nafi.”
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