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Abstract

The Qur’an and Hadith govern all aspects of Islam’s belief system and

its manifestation in human life. The Qur’an represents the precisely

revealed words of Allah and the Hadith constitute the practical and

methodological ~dimensions of the Qur’anic commands and

instructions. Allah tasked the Prophet (PBUH) to do the following:

rehearse the Qur’an’s messages to people; unfold the truth revealed in

the Qur’an; and teach his followers. The bayan of the Qur’an is known

as the Hadith and Sunnah. The Companions got directly from the

Prophet (PBUH) transmitted it to the later generations. In the long

span of Islamic history, even not a little passage of time we can find,

which is blank from the people who are true descendents of Sahabah

in respect of their faith and deposition.

Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan was an important figure in colonial-era

Islamic reform in India who flourished during 19" century, being a

prominent representative of the Ahl-i-Hadith movement, the Nawab

naturally championed the cause of Hadith. He himself wrote about 40

voluminous and small books on this subject in all three languages

which he had mastered, i.e., Arabic Persian and Urdu, and published

and distributed them. His contributions to this subject had been quite

remarkable and were universally recognized in academic circles from

the point of richness of material and high standard of research. In this

context, this paper makes a brief analysis of development of Hadith

literature in India and Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan’s contribution to

Hadith literature.
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Introduction
The first ever expedition of Arab Muslims came to India during the period of the
orthodox caliphate (632-661 A.D). Later on they gained complete victory under the
Umayyad. Though, the science of Hadith had underwent many stages of development
till then but neither the ‘ulema’ nor the government had made any effort towards the
compilation of Ahadith which could result in the collection of innumerable scattered
Ahadith. It was ‘Umar b. ‘Abdul ‘Aziz who devoted attention towards the immediate
need of time and started the work of compilation of Ahadith. In this glorious period of
its development, the science of Ahadith was introduced into India, but its development
in India started after a long time. Names of some Muhaddithin who were racially Indian
are found. Dr. Ishag mentions 21 such persons in his book “India’s Contribution to the
Study of Hadith Literature”. They had reached the different corners of the Muslim world
and there they achieved the distinction of becoming famous Muhaddithiin scholars of
Islam. Amongst them Al-Awza 7 (d. 157A.H) in Syria, Najih ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sindhi (d.
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170 A.H) in Medina and Baghdad and Raja al-Sindhi (d. 222 A.H) are famous. '

The first centres of Hadith were established towards the close of the third century of
Hijrah, after the establishment of two liberal Arab states i.e. Mansoorah and Multan. But
later on it declined under the influence of the Isma’ilites. they ruined all the centres of
knowledge, and traditionalists were either compelled to emigrate, or to force to stop
their scholarly activities.”

The second period of the development of the science of Hadith in India began under the
Ghaznavids (998-1186 A.D.). Lahore became the centre of Hadith during the reign of
Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna and his successors. In this period Imam Hasan al-Saghani (d.650
A.H), the greatest Muhaddith of the time flourished. His work entitled al-Mashariq Anwar
is considered the first most significant work of Hadith in India. It was the book on which
higher education was based till the 8" century A.H. Students from abroad used to come
to India to learn Mashariq al-Anwar. In view of its importance several ‘ulema’ wrote
commentaries on it, and Khurram ‘Ali Bilhori translated it into Urdu.’

The establishment of the Delhi Sultanate saw the beginning the third period of the
development of Hadith in India. This period was totally the golden period of the
development of Figh because the jurist had gained the patronage of the Mughal rulers.
Though, during this period, both the ‘ulema’ and the rulers neglected Hadith but a
third group consisting of mystics and divines appeared who tried their best for the
development and establishment of Hadith. Amongst these divines Shaikh Nizam al-Din
Awliya’ (d. 725 A.H) Shaikh Sharaf al-DinYahyah al-Maniri and Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani (d.
786A.H) are famous. The Khangahs of these divines became the centres of Hadith.”

It was in the beginning of 9® century of Hijrah, after the establishment of the Bahmani
Sultanate in Deccan and Muzaffar Shahi in Gujarat that the fourth period of
development of Hadith started. According to Mohd Ishaq this period was the revivalist
period of the science of Hadith’ up to that period a number of jurists had come to India
under the patronage of the rulers from the other Muslim countries but except ‘Abdul
‘Aziz al-Ardbili no other Muhaddith of repute come to India.® In this period owing to the
patronage of the above mentioned two Muslim states and the opening of sea routes,
the Muhaddithin started to come to India from Hejaz and Egypt and in the middle of
10" century the science of Hadith was rapidly developing,

In 10" century of Hijrah, under the influence of Hindu culture, a number of
innovations and moral evils crept in amongst the Indian Muslims. The people in general
started to worship the tombs of divines and treated as God. To combat the situation
some reformists and revivalist appeared in India who spent all their efforts to keep the
Muslims away from un-Islamic influences. Thus they did through their writing,
discourses and practical efforts. Among them the first and foremost were Shaikh Ahmad
Sirhindi Mujadid A]qf thani (d. 1034 A.H) and Shaikh ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddith Dihlawi (d.
1052 A.H). They fought against the innovative and un-Islamic influence and thoughts of
the Muslims and called them back to the Qur’an and Hadith.

From the middle of 11" century to the middle of the 12® century, we find a chain of
Muhaddithin in India. Amongst them Shah Waliullah Dehlawi (d.1176 A.H) and his
decedents and disciple played a remarkable role in the development of Hadith in India.
They also did valuable service both through teaching and writing,

In the 13" century of Hijrah, with the establishment of Dar al- ‘Uloom Deoband and
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Mazahir al-‘Uloom Saharanpur began the modern period of the development of Hadith
in India. Before the establishment of these institutions, the Indian students’ desires of
receiving higher education in Hadith went Hejaz. These institutions not only imparted
higher education in Hadith in India but also played a very important role in the
development of this science. These institutions are more progressive as compared to
the institutions in the other Muslim countries in the teaching of Hadith. Abul Hasan ‘Ali
Nadwi writes “As opposed to the great religious madrasahs and universities of Egypt and
Syria where only the traditional and chosen of Hadith are thought, in the madrasahs of
India and Pakistan the complete study of the Sihah Sitta (six authentic books of Hadith)
is undertaken. In particular Tirmidhi and Bukhari and to a certain extent Abu Daud and
Muslims are taught in a critical method. Some where Tahawi and Muwwatta are also
studied critically”7 keeping in mind this historical background of the development of
the science of Hadith in India it is not difficult for us to fix the place of India in the
history of science of Hadith. Thus the greatest thinkers of the Muslim world accept this
fact and speak highly of the scientific achievements of Indian scholars in this field. Dr.
Ishag writes the statements of ‘Allama Rashid Rada of Egypt in the introduction of his
book “India’s Contribution to the Study of Hadith Literature”, “If our Indian scholars had
not devoted attention towards the science of Hadith in this modern period, this science
would have declined in the East because this science was already on the declined in
Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Hejaz in the 10" century of Hijrah and had reached the last stage
of its weakness in the beginning of 14" century of H1’j1rah.8

In view of the above, it may fairly be claimed that the science of Hadith in India
developed and flourished since the advent of Islam in India, and the important books of
Hadith literature has been introduced to the Indian subcontinent by the Indian scholars
who sincerely devoted their life-long preoccupation with the life of Prophet (PBUH)
and his traditions, solely motivated by a sincere devotion to the life and precepts of the
Prophet (PBUH). At the same time, it cannot be said for definite that their attempt is
the last and final in this field. Likewise, one such attempt was made by Nawab Siddiq
Hasan Khan by delving into the field of Hadith literature.

Contribution of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan to Hadith Literature: A Brief Survey
Being a prominent representative of the Ahl-i-Hadith movement, the Nawab naturally
championed the cause of Hadith. First, while commenting on the history of Hadith
literature in the sub-continent, he pointed out that cultivation of this subject in this
country had been very meagre from the beginning of the advent of Islam in it. And
particularly after the invasion of this country by Mahmud Ghaznawi, its study was almost
totally neglected, as Muslim scholars were more interested in the study of sciences and
Hanafi Jurisprudence than in the study of Hadith.” According to Nawab, ‘Abdul Haq
Muhaddith Dehlawi was the first eminent Indian traditionalist. He was also full of prise
for the contribution made by ‘Abdul Haq’s son Nur al-Haq as well as by Shah Waliullah
and the members of his learned family to the popularization of Hadith in India.

Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan also tries his best to revive the Sunnah and to refute innovation,
and this purpose he played a prominent role in the publication and advancement of
Hadith learning not only in India, but in the whole Muslim world. For the promotion
and dissemination of Hadith he announced one thousand Rupees for memorising Sahih
Bukhari and one hundred Rupees for Bulugh al-Maram respectively. Among the persons
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who take part in this contest only two names have been mentioned so far—one
Maulana Hakim ‘“Abdul Wahhab Dehlawi and the other Maulana Abdul al-Tawwab Ghaznavi
Aligarhi. After completing the task Maulana Abdul al-Tawwab gave the information to the
Nawab , he not only rewarded him but also fixed thirty Rupees per month a scholarship
till death, but with in fifteen days after announcing it he passed away. 10

Moreover, he also arranged for the transmission of Hadith into Urdu to introduce it to
the Urdu knowing people. He appointed ‘Allama Waheed al-Zaman and Badi* al-Zaman
for the purpose and got Sihah Sittah translated into Urdu along with Muwatta Imam
Malik. He also published rare books on the traditions. In 1868, when he travelled to
perform his pilgrimage to Makkah, he copied ancient manuscripts of Hadith in Hejaz
and brought these to India. Among the books published by the Nawab , Fath al-Bari
Sharh Sahih Bukhari which he bought in six hundred Rupees then published it from
Bulag Press Egypt in 1300 A.H/1872 with the expense of twenty five thousand
Rupees.” He himself wrote about 31 voluminous and small books on this subject in all
three languages which he had mastered, i.e., Arabic Persian and Urdu, and published
and distributed them.

Nawab’sThought regarding Hadith

The Nawab was totally against all kinds of innovations in religious matters. He regarded
bid‘ah (innovation) as the antithesis of Sunnah and therefore he mentioned that it must
be rejected. Like Ahl-i-Hadith scholars, he did not approve of even bid‘ah Hasanah
(commendable innovation), as it has no precedent in the life and thought of Prophet
(PBUH). He was of the firm belief that innovation creates darkness, while Sunnah
creates light.'” Regarding Dacef (week) and Madhi (false or forged) traditions, Nawab
Siddiq Hasan Khan ’s attitude was clear. To him, Madht and Daeef traditions played the
most important role behind the occurrence of turmoil’s, conflicts, doubts and
controversies in Islamic history. There is no light, clarity and reality or promise and
support of Allah to Madht and Dacef Ahadith, as compared to Qur’an and Sahih AHadith
(authentic Ahadith). Being an eminent Traditionalist, the Nawab emphasised the
importance of Hadith as a rich source of Jurisprudence. Unlike Aligarh modernist, he
accepted as genuine the entire corpus of the Prophet (PBUH)’s sayings collected in the
six canonical books called al-Sihah al-Sittah. He argued that the classical specialists in
Hadith, such as Bukhari and Muslim, were fully equipped with resources and
methodology for discriminating between genuine and fabricated tradition"’

Nawab was of the opinion that the tradition of the Prophet (PBUH) occurred first then
the verses of the Qur'an were revealed in support of it. For example about ablution
(Wadhu), it was started in Makkah and the relevant Qur’anic verse was revealed in
Madina. In the same way the sermon of Friday was made compulsory in Makkah but
verse was revealed in Madina'*. Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan also believes in the abrogation
of certain Qur’anic verses by the Sunnah (tradition). In support of this view, he explain
the verse: "lelie }i VA9 ,);’3:’ 5—’t' w }i f\j % QC-:-H::' " j.e. "None (Zf()ur revelations do We
abrogate or cause to be forgotten, but We substitute something better or similar"."”

He has rejected the view of Imam Shaf'1 that the Qur’anic verses were not abrogated by
successive traditions (mutawatir Hadith).'®

Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan not only accept riwayah (narration of the traditions) but also
dirayah for example in his book al-Ida‘, he quotes a comprehensive narration of Abu
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Hurairah (RA) regarding the signs of the Day of Resurrection, after while giving the
reference of Marfii‘(attributed tradition) narration of Hadrat Anas (RA): 4w & Ol
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That is in 200 A.H, and in 210 A.H, so and so will happen. After this, in order to prove
this narration as fabricated, he presented the following argument in support. v
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However, Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan accepted the narrations regarding the signs of the
Day of Resurrection, which are strong both in riwayah as well as diraygah. Nawab’s
important works on Hadith are briefly mentioned below.
‘Aun al-Bari li- Halli Adillah al-Bukhari
The book written in Arabic, containing 1635 pages in two volumes is a commentary
on the resume of Sahih Bukhari prepared by Aba al- ‘Abbas Zain al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-
Latif al-Sharif al-Zabidi (d. 1486 A.D) under the title al-Tajrid al-Sarih li-Ahadith al-Jami‘
al-Sahih, hand book of Ahadith Marfu‘ah and athar.
The purpose behind the compilation of these works, it is necessary to introduce briefly
the style and method of presentation which Bukhari has observed in his Sahih. Bukhari
divided his work into chapters, under which the traditions were classified. But on
numerous occasions a single Hadith was repeatedly cited under different chapters if it
had even a slight connection with any of the chapters.
The main significance of Zabidi’s wok is that the repetition of traditions is avoided,
citing the repeated Ahadith only once under relatively more appropriate chapters. This
method of Zabidi reduced the volume of Bukhari’s work.
Zabidi’s brief commentary in the margin, however, seems quite insufficient for a reader
to understand perfectly the underlying idea of the Hadith. In fact, Zabidi has given only
the meaning of some difficult words and this alone cannot easily convey the complete
idea without referring them to their original source and context.
The Nawab maintained in his ‘Aun al-Bari the system and order of Bukhari and Zabidi
and, with the help of Ibn Hajar’s Fath al-Bari, al-Qastallani’s Irshad al-Sari and Shawkani’s
Nayl al-Awtar, made an attempt to elaborate and explain the points wherever necessary
to convey to the reader the specific meaning of the Hadith concerned.
The author made a valuable contribution to the knowledge of Hadith; because it is a
relatively recent work on Bukhari, and contains the opinion of both ancient modern
scholars. It contains the most significant opinions of Ibn Taiymiyyah in his Muntaqa al-
Akhbar, of Shawkini in Nayl al-Awtar, of Zabidi in Tajrid, of the Nawab in ‘Aun al-Bari, and
of al-Qastallani in Irshad al-Sari. A scholar of Islamic Law might find it useful but he
would have to be equipped with science of the Qur’an, the whole corpus of Hadith and
the necessary qualification of ijtihad.
Another important point of mention in this context is that the Nawab was not a blind
follower of his predecessors. He has given evidence of his independent position,
wheresoever’s he felt necessary, by expressing opinions at variance with those of his
model teachers and thinkers such as Ibn Taimiyyah, Ibn Qayyim, al-Shawkani, etc.
This book was first published by the Balag Press at Cairo in 1297/1879 A.D in the
form of marginal commentary on Nyal al-Awtar of Shawkani. Another edition of the
book was published in Bhopal in 1881 A.D. An idea of the importance and
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contemporary relevance of the book in the whole Muslim world may be had from the
fact that its new edition was published by Dar al-Rashid of Halab in Syria in 1984 in five
volumes containing 4017 pages.

Al-Siraj al-Wahhaj min Kashaf Matalib Sahih Muslim bin al-Hajjaj

The language of the book Arabic was first published in two big volumes containing
1409 pages in 1301/1885 from Siddigi Press at Bhopal. It also published from “al-
Maktaba al-Athriyah” in Pakistan. The first volume contains 598 pages, while the second
volume runs into 805 pages. As the name of the book indicates, it is commentary on
the resume of Sahih Muslim prepared by Hafiz ‘Abd al-‘Azim al-Mundhiri (d.656
A.H/1258). It is a valuable storehouse of knowledge on Hadith which the author
compiled from different sources. While drawing benefits from the commentary of al-
Nauwi’s (1233/1277A.D) al-Minhaj fi Sharh Sahih Muslim, he also criticised him in
matters he did not find himself in agreement with him.

Fath al-‘Allam Sharh Bulagh al-Maram

This is an explanatory commentary on Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani’s book Bulugh al-Maram
min Adillah al-Ahkam, a manual of authentic traditions of Prophet (PBUH) dealing with
the issues of Muslim jurisprudence. The Ahadith recorded in it are without asanid and
repetition, and are mostly reported on the authority of the Companions of the Prophet
((PBUH). There are some Ahadith narrated through ditferent channels, but the author
has given their complete history, their authenticity or otherwise from one channel or
the others. At the end of each hadith the original source of it has also been cited, due to
which reader does not remain in doubt about the authenticity and origin of any Hadith.
The curiousness of this book is that it exclusively deals with the problem of Figh.

Due to importance of the book Bulugh al-Maram min Adillah al-Ahkam, attracted
scholars to write commentaries and explanation on it. Among the scholars who wrote
their commentaries on it are Qadi Sharc_lf al-Din Husain ibn Muhammad al-Maghribi
(d.847/1443) under the title al-Badr al-Tamam (the full moon), Muhammad ibn Isma il
al-Amir al-Yamani (d.1182/1768) entitled Subul al-Salam (the path of peace) and after
that Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan was the third main author who wrote three
commentaries on it entitled al-Raud al-Bisam, Fath al- ‘Allam and Misk al-Khitam both in
Arabic and Persian respectively.lsThe Nawab reproduced in his commentary materials
from Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il al-Amir al-Yamani’s Subul al-Salam, Shah Waliullah’s Musawwa
and Musaffa and Shawkant’s Nayl al-Awtar.

The main contribution of the Nawab in this book is that he has assimilated in his
commentary the dynamic ideas of Shah Waliullah, Muhammad ibn al-Shawkani,
Muhammad ibn Isma il al-Yamani and the four orthodox Imams namely Malik bin Anas,
Abu Hanifah, al-Shafi 1 and Ahmad bin Hanbal. The book is considered very useful for the
purpose of enabling an individual, who otherwise properly equipped with the
necessary qualification of mujtahid to drive rules independently of the four Imams for
his everyday life. It can also assist a Qadi (judge) in having direct and independent
approach to the sayings and actions and approbations of the Prophet ((PBUH)
regarding a particular legal procedure.

Although the name of Abu al-Khair Sayyid Nuar al-Hasan, the author’s son, is mentioned
as author of the book, the Nawab was himself was the author. The book in two volumes

comprising 461 pages was published from both India and Egypt.
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Misk al-Khitam fi Sharah Bulagh al-Maram

One of the most important books of the Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan written in Persian
language containing 1086 pages was published in two volumes from Lucknow in
1288A.H and1290A.H." As the name of the book indicates, it is a commentary on Ibn
Hajar al-‘Asqalani’s book Bulagh al-Maram min Adillah al-Ahkam. In this book, the
opinions of the four a’immah are very often reproduced and their interpretations
mostly accepted.

The book is divided in two parts. The first part deals with relations between God and
man (‘ibadat), i.e. ablution, prayers, the Friday sermon, Idan, Zakat, saum, hajj, etc. The
second part deals with relation between man and man,(mu’amalat), i.e. loans, shirkat
(joint business), shufah (pre-emption), interest, ijarah (letting of land), lugtah (picking
of foundlings), the institution of marriage, divorce etc. The book also has an appendix
on Akhlaq (the behaviour of man in his everyday life).”
Al-Raud al-Bisam min Tarjumat-i-Bulugh al-Maram

The language of the book Arabic was first published from Faraqi Press in Delhi. As the
name of the book indicates, it is a translation of Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani’s book Bultgh al-
Maram min Adillah al-Ahkam, a manual of authentic traditions of Prophet(PBUH dealing
with the issues of Muslim jurisprudence. On the front cover of'it, the author’s younger
son Mir Nir al-Hasan as the author of this book has been mentioned.”

Yaqazah ali-al-Itibar fi ma‘ Varada fi Dhikr al-Nar wa Ashab al-Nar

The purpose of writing behind this comprehensive book was the author got inspiration
from the book produced by Hafiz Ibn Qayyim on matters relating to Hellfire and its
dwellers. The main significance of the book under review is that it is the first
independent work on this subject, as it gives a graphic and comprehensive account of
the painful and frightening conditions of Hellfire in the light of the Qur’an and Hadith.
By composing this book the author also sought to prevent people from committing sins
leading to Hellfire. This Arabic book containing 141 pages was published by the
Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1877 A.D.
Al-Idrak li- Takhrij Ahadith Radd al-Ishrak

According to Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan , this work is an improvement on Muhammad
Isma'il’s Radd al-Ishrak. It is a collection of the speeches and sermons of Sayyid Ahmad
Shahid, assembled together in book form by Muhammad Isma'il. Tagwiyyat al-Iman, a
famous book, is its Urdu translation by the same author. According to Nawab Siddiq
Hasan Khan it was lacking in the following respects: The Ahadith were reported without
asanid (chain of narrator); no reference to their original sources (makharij al-Ahadith)
was given; some chapters lacked certain relevant Ahadith without which they were
incompletely documented, i.e. the chapters did not give a complete idea regarding that
particular subject; and the Ahadith were reported in parts only. Nawab Siddiq Hasan
Khan completed the asanid and traced their sources. He supplemented some chapters
with appropriate Ahadith and completed the text (matn) of others which the author of
Radd al-Ishrak had reported in part. He also explained the meaning of some difficult
and unfamiliar words and contributed some chapters without which the contents of
the book seemed to him imperfect.

Radd al-Ishrak was compiled with an eye on the social as well as religious conditions of
the Indian Muslims. At that time, the Indian Muslim community was suffering from
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various social and religious ills which several people made attempts to reform the
Muslim community; but Sayyid Ahmad Shahid was the first who engineered a
widespread campaign against them. This book forms the living memorial to his efforts.
Siddiq Hasan Khan was also greatly concerned with the miserable condition of the
Muslim community not only in India but also the abroad and, therefore, made fresh
attempt to explain to the people how futile certain of their traditional practice were.
The book comprises the following headings:

Radd al-Ishrak fi al-TIm, in this chapter the author highlights the point that Allah alone
knows the secrets of men and of the universe. Pirs, saints and idols are incapable of
knowing the secrets of men.

Radd al-Ishrak fi al-Tasarruf, in this chapter the author has tried to make the people
understand that none except Allah can effectively influence their course of action, and
pirs, saints and idols cannot divert destiny.

Radd al-Ishrak fi al-‘Ibadah, in this chapter the author has explained to Muslims as well
as non-Muslim that giving charity and slaughtering animals in the name of pirs, saints
and idols is an act of polytheism.

Radd al-Ishrak fi al-Taqiid, most works of the Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan contain at least
some polemics against taglid. Here again the author has attacked taglid and mugqallidan,
and has praised those who are, according to the author, ghair mugllidun.

Radd al-Bid'at al-Rasum, in this chapter various time-honoured un-Islamic customs and
traditions prevalent in the society have been described. For example, extravagant
spending on funerals, circumcision and marriage ceremonies, illumination of the
graves and the like has been discussed in it.

This book written in Arabic containing 35 pages was published from Matba" Nizami
Kanpur in 1290/1873.%

Al-Idha’ah Lima Kan waYakun BayanYadayi al-Sa’ah

This book in Arabic containing 96 pages deals with the signs and conditions of the approach
of the Day of Resurrection in the light of the relevant Qur’anic verses and traditions of the
Prophet ((PBUH). It was first published by the Siddiqi Press at Bhopal in 1877.

It speaks of the importance and current relevance of the book that later its second
edition containing 195 pages was published by Dar al-Katub al- Tlmiyyah at Beirut and
by Maktabat al-Thaqafah at Madina in 1979.

Al-Hittah fi Dhikr al-Sihah al-Sittah

This is one of the most original Arabic works of the author on Hadith literature. In it he
has compiled all the necessary details relating to the subject, with which no student of
Hadith can afford to dispense. It was started by Sarah al-Fatihah with two sub-chapters.
The first sub-chapter discussed on the importance of knowledge and ‘ulema while the
later one highlights the importance of the scholar of Hadith literature and Muhadithun in
the form of prose and poetry. It is divided into five chapters, the first chapter consists
on the discussion of the introduction, origin and development, collection and
compilation of Hadith literature, while the second chapter comprises on the elucidation
of ditferent terminologies of the science of Hadith. The remaining chapters devoted to
the study of the six canonical books on Hadith and biographies of their compilers. It also
throws light on the main merits and virtues of the science of Hadtih. Other important
matters connected with the science of Hadith have also been discussed in it.
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This book written in Arabic containing 148 pages was first published in 1283A.H by
the Nizami Press at Kanpur. Later, another edition of the book containing 279 pages
was published by the Dar al-Katub al- Ilmiyyah at Beirut in 1885A.D.

Al-‘Ibrah Mimma ]a’aﬁ al-Ghazwah wa al-Shahadah wa al-Hijrah

The book comprises on the elucidation about Military Expedition, Martyrdom and
Emigration, the author collected and classified in it the Qur’anic verses and traditions of
the Prophet ((PBUH) relating to the virtues of military expedition, martyrdom, jihad and
emigration in the path of Allah. The book is divided into five chapters and a concluding
remark preceded by a foreword. At the end of the book a fine gasidah (Ode) comprising
72 lines is appended to it in exaltation of the Sunnah and disapproval of taqlid.

This Arabic book containing 154 pages was first published by the Shahjahani Press at
Bhopal in 1294A.H/1877A.D.

Tawfiq al-Bari li-Tarjumat al-Adab al-Mufrad li-al-Bukhari

Al-Adab al-Mafrad is a compilation by Imam Bukhari containing many traditions on the
elegant manners and the good conduct of the Prophet (PBUH). This translation of al-
Adab al-Mafrad, by Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan was published from Mafid-i- ‘Am Press
Agra in 1888A.D. It consists of 319 pages. The book contains only the translation and
not the original text. The chain of narrators has also been omitted to keep a count of
the number of traditions every Hadith in every chapter tradition is preceded by a
number. Translation is accompanied by explanatory notes also. If there is a tradition
which is unanimously accepted by the traditionalists, this fact has been indicated. It also
contains repeated traditions as well as those between which there are minor verbal
differences conveying the same sense and traditions with the same content which have
been narrated by different chains of narrators. The language of the translation is archaic
but simple, as was the vogue at the time.

Makarim al-Akhlaq , This is the Urdu translation of Riyad al-Salehin ____ is a
collection of selected traditions from Sahihain (two authentic books), Sunan-i Arba ‘in
and other authentic traditions by Mohi al-Din bin Abi Zakari/vah bin Sharcgf al-Nauwi
(d.676A.H.)_ consisting of 268 pages published from Shahjahani Press at Bhopal in
1886A.D. The original text is not given but the Qur’anic verses which are cited in the
original book have been repeated. The asanid are omitted. The traditions have been
arranged according to the order of the original text, translation of the traditions are
followed by explanatory notes. The language and style of writing are old.

‘Ain al-Yaqin, It is the Urdu translation of Imam Ghazali’s Arbain fi Usul al-Din which
was published by the Mustafai Press in Delhi in 1856 A.D. It has 276 pages. In this book
the original text is followed by its Urdu translation. The original text does not have
vowel points. Explanatory notes have been added wherever needed. The translation is
literal and the language is archaic. In the beginning of the book there is a short account
of the life of Imam Ghazali, the need for the translation of the work as well its
distinctive features. Although the name of Abu al-Nasar ‘Ali Hasan, the author’s son, is
mentioned as author of the book, but the Nawab himself was the author.

Tagwiyat al- ’I_qan bi-Sharah Halawat al-’Iman, this booklet of 76 pages was published
from Matba*i ‘m Agra in 1886 A.D. It is the explanation of a tradition narrated in Kitab
al-’Iman of al-Mishkat which has been cited in Bab al-Hub fi Allah or Targhib-i Tarhib by
Mundhri. The tradition is as follows:
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“It is reported on the authority of Anas (RA) that the Prophet (PBUH) of Allah said:
there are three qualities for which anyone who is characterised by them will relish the
sweetness of faith: he to whom Allah and His messenger are dearer than all else; he who
loves a man for Allah sake alone; and he who has a great and abhorrence of returning to
unbelief after Allah has rescued him from it as he has of being cast into Hell.”
The three above mentioned qualities have been explained in this booklet one by one.
Though the language of this booklet is also old, it is better than that of his books.
Arba‘an Hadithan fi Fada’il al-Hajj wa al-‘Umrah
As the name of booklet indicates, it is a collection of 40 traditions of the Prophet
((PBUH) related to the Hajj and ‘Umrah and the exposition of those prayer which is
recited at different palaces during the pilgrimage. It was written in Arabic and first
published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1284/1867, containing 8 pages. Most of the
Ahadith which is mentioned in it are Sahih (sound) and Hasan (good).23
Tamimat al-Sabiy fi tarjumat al-Arba‘in fi Ahadith al-Nabiy
It is a collection of 40 Ahadith written in view of children and their daily problems.
Therefore the Ahadith which is mentioned in this book only two or three words of it
has been taken into account and provided the necessary translation and explanation.
This book written in Urdu containing 21 pages was first published in 1291/1874 by
the Muhammadi Press at Lahore. Later on, another edition of the book was published
by the Dar al-Da ‘wah al-Salafiah at Lahore in 1405/1985.
Bughyat al-Qari fi larjumat Thulathiyat al-Bukhari, (Urdu), containing 21 pages
was first published from Shahjahani Press at Bhopal in 1291/1874 and again it was
published from Siddigi Press, Lahore, 1312/1894. It is an elucidation of those
traditions of Imam Bukhari's al-Jami ‘al-Shahih which are narrated by on 'three' narrators
(the number of such traditions are twenty two) as well as a brief introduction of their
lives have been also provicled.24
Dau al-Shams min Shrah Hadith Buni al-Islam ala Khams, It is an explanation of
five fundamental teachings of Islam; it was published by the Mufid-i “Lm Press at Agra in
1305/1888. This is an important book in Urdu comprising 132 pages. It consists of a
preface, five chapters and a conclusion. In preface, the importance of [Im (knowledge) has
been discussed, while in chapters, the basic tenets of Islam elaborately defined”.
Al-Harz al-Maknan min lafz Al-Ma‘sum wa al-Mamun, Araba‘in (G2 )) is a
kind of Hadith collection in which forty Ahadith are compiled. There is a tradition for
compiling and memorising of forty Ahadith, in which it has been emphasised that; the
one who learns forty Ahadith for benefit of the Ummah, he will raised as jurist and
scholar on the day of Judgment, and I (Prophet(PBUH) will intercede for him on that
day. Although, this Hadith has been narrated by thirteen companions, with little
contradiction in words, but among them none of the chain is sound. ‘Allama Ibn Jauzi in
his book al-Tlal al-Mutanahiyah has criticised it in detail. Imam Shawkani and other
scholars have also termed this Hadith as weak. However, in spite of this weakness of the
Hadith, the scholars of Hadith and others in every age compiled forty Ahadith under
different subjects/essays or under single subject/topic. The first kind of such
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Compilation is of Imam ‘Abdullah bin Mubarak's book.”® Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan also
compiled a book on this subject, which came out in 1290/1873 from Matba‘ Sikandri
Bhopal and consists of 21 pages. Nawab himself writes about this book;

"It is a collection of forty successive traditions, in which each and every Hadith is highly
sound and s‘crong'v27

Arba‘an Hadithan Mutwateran, This book in Arabic consists of 13 pages, published
from ‘Alwi Publication Bhopal. It is also a collection of forty successive traditions and a
valuable collection for those, interested in the science of Hadith.”

Khair al-Qara’in fi Tarjumah al-Arba‘in, It is also a collection of Araba Gn
(=), in Urdu.

Kashaf al-Kurbah ‘An Ahl al-Ghurbah, (Persian), consists of 42 pages, published
from Mufid 'm Press Agra in 1302/1885. In fact this book is a translation of Ibn Rajb's
book; it is the commentary of the tradition of “ely jall o glad fa LS LW o Sy Tayn2
Mawa‘id al-Awa ‘id min ‘Uyun al-Akhbar wa al-Fawa’id, (Persian), consists of 258
pages, was first published from Siddigi Press Bhopal in 1298/1881. It is a compilation of
three hundred Ahadith on Iman, ‘llm, purification and prayer etc with their translations
and meanings. At the end of this book, reality of soul has been discussed.™

Khatirat al-Quds wa Dhakhirat al-’Uns, (Arabic), It is one of the valuable
collection of Hadith on different topics/subjects, in this collection the author’s aims to
invigorate and made the people of knowledge to practice and to guide them on the
right track shown by Prophet (PBUH), so that nearness to Allah and love of Prophet
(PBUH) would be evident practically.

The chapterization of the book has been done on mystical theme (tasauwuf). In this
book rare Ahadith have been collected to reform morale, social, and to develop
fearness of Hereafter in the hearts of the people. At the end of the book an ode on
Nawab Shah Jahan Begum has been written which in facts is of Mulla Muhammad ‘Al.
This book comprises of 88 pages, and published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in
1306/ 1889. Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan has devoted it to his son ‘Ali Hasan Tahir.”!
Nuzul al-Abrar bi al- ‘Ilm al-Ma’thar min al-Ad‘iyah wa al-Adhkar, As the
name of the book indicates, it is a collection of Du‘G-i Mathura (those dua which are
mentioned in the Hadith) it was written in Arabic and was first published from
Constantinople in 1301/1884 A . H.

‘Uraf al-Jadi min Jinan Hadye al-Hadi, (Persian), published from Bhopal on
jurisprudential issues in Ahadith. This book was attributed to Mir Nur al-Hasan Khan, the
elder son of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan.”

Fath al-Mugith bi Figh al-Hadith, is known as al-Durar al-Bahiyyah (Urdu
translation). It was written in Urdu consisting 34 pages and published from Matha
Sikandri Bhopal. This book tackles the jurisprudential issues of Sunnah, wherein the
issues related to obligatory duties and personal matters are discussed brieﬂy,33

Ittiba“ al-Sunnah fi Jumlat-i Ayyiam al-Sunnah, this booklet, completed in just
one day, provided guide lines about daily, weekly monthly and annually practices of
the Prophet(PBUH) preformed by him, it was published from Maktaba Al-Munbria
Faisalbad in 1384/1964.

Al-Ghunah bi-Basharah al- Jannah li-Ahl al-Sunnah, (Arabic) it is a compilation
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of those Qur’anic verses and Ahadith, wherein ‘glade-tidings’ of paradise are
mentioned. The person, who wants to be a successful, not only here but hereafter, he
should read this book. However, said that, the author in the preface also explained the
facts that the subject matter of the book has been dealt in brief because, he explains
that a person with a genuine thrust of success, he needs few instincts in order to be on
a right successful track. And, on the other hand, a person who does not become
content on getting few things, the whole canon of Hadith will bear any fruits for him.
The sources of Ahadith in this compilation are mainly from the books of Ibn Hibban and
Ibn  Khuzaima. The book comprises, 99 pages, besides, the sermons of the
Prophet(PBUH)have also been incorporated, and the design of the book has been
beautifully projected. It was published from Matba * al-Muniriah Egypt in 1302/1 885.%*
Maushir Sakin al-‘Azam ila Raudat Dar al-Salam, (Arabic), published from
Kanpur. It is an abridged form of Hafiz ibn al-Qayym’s book 2 IR @SSR "
"z) &Y Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan himself writes:

“The book explains in detail the blessings and ranks of Paradise according to erDan
and Sunnah. The book, indeed, is a rare piece as per its subject, that is, its chapters
theme is itself a blessing because of its soundness and cornprehensiveness.”35

Bulug al-Mas’ul min Aqdhiah al-Rasal, This book, is the compilation of those
traditions and events wherein Prophet (PBUH) made some decisions. This book is
actually extracted from ‘Alam al-Mauginin Vol 2 p. 273. It consists 71 pages and
published from Matba“ ‘Alwi Lucknow along with another famous book of Nawab , Nail
al-Maram in 1292/1875.%

Zayadat al-’Iman be ‘Amal al-Jinan, This book is a compilation of those Ahadith
which deals space-time and matters, consisting of 150 pages, the book was published at
Mufid ‘am Agra in 1302/1885".

Manhaj al-’Usal ila Istilah Hadith al-Rasul, (Persian), this book on “Usul Hadith”
(principle of Hadith) is among the great work of Nawab . The author has divided the
sayings of the Prophet (PBUH) as per the terminology used by the Muhaddithin and has
kept them into respective titles, and then he explained these concepts. After due
emphasis and research, it can be said no work is found in Persian on this subject before
it. This book has been published in Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1292/1 875.%
Al-Rahmah al-Mahdat, In the Mishkat al-Masabih the author has compiled Ahadith
under three parts of every chapter, Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan added more Ahadith of
the same chapter and has compiled them into a separate book titled “ al-Rahmah al-
Mahdat” which can be called the forth part of every chapter of Mishkat al-Masabih. This
book has been published in 1301/1884, having 352 pages. However, the first page of
this book bears the name of his son, Maulana Nur al-Hasan. It is possible that like “Fath
al- ‘Allam” the author has dedicated this book to his son.

Maulana Imam Khan Naushaharwi, in his book “Tarajim-i- ‘Ulemal-i-Hadith-i-Hind” has
mentioned that this book has been written by Nawab Sahab.”

Al-Bunyan al-Marsus min Ijaz al-Figh al-Mansas, (Persian), was published from
Bhopal in 1299/1882. It has 211 pages. This book is actually a summary of the Misk al-
Khitam, the commentary of Bulugh al-Maram. In this book the actual words of Ahadith and
the repetition of Ahadith has been omitted. On the cover page of this book, the author’s
name mentioned as ‘Ali Hasan, but this is the writing/ work of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan.*
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Izalah al-Ghira’ ‘An Ma‘na al-Hadith"La ‘Adwa wa la Taira", In this book

while translating and explaining the Hadith "o jaka ¥ g (5 53¢ ¥" It has been argued that

from good words one can take omens. This booklet is in Persian based on 10 pages. It

has been published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1895 A.D."

Thibat al-Qadm ‘ala Ma‘na Hadith Khalq Adam, In this book the explanation

and clarification of Hadith"43 ) sa se ej 4 3" has been done. This article having 2

pages and has been published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1893 A.D¥

Tashkil al-Suwar Bayan Hukum Ahadith fazail al-Suwar, (Persian), comprises on

2 pages, published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1893 A.D. This booklet discusses of

those Ahadith which is related to the excellence of Sarahs and their verses.*’

Bast al-‘Arsh al-’Isteqra’ al-Khesal al-Maujebah al-‘Arash, (Persian), consists 23

pages, published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1895 A.D. while elucidating the Hadith

" Yl Y e g alls 3 A agllay A2an attached all the Ahadith related to this subjects.*

S‘aud al-Sefah fi M‘ana Ba‘dh Ahadith al-Sifat, It is an important compilation of

Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan , in which he has collected all the Ahadith which is related to

attributes of Allah, after mentioning the sayings of classical ‘ulema , the author points

out the views of majority of scholars about it. It was written in Persian containing 43

pages, published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1895 A.D.

Itlaq al-Mahbus ‘An ’Israr-i-Ahadith al-Nafas, (Persian), comprises on 10 pages,

published from Shahjahani Press Bhopal in 1895 A.D. In this booklet the translation

along with explanation of the Hadith "4 “fix Lec Y 53 )" has been done.

Conclusion

Beside the previously discussed books of Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan , there are many

other worthwhile and useful books of Hadith, compiled in different times on different

subjects/topics. Some of them as under:

1. Hadith al-Ghashiyah ‘an Fitan al-Khaliyah wa al-Fashiyah, no Press, Benaras,
1301/1884, ist ed.; 1309/1892,

2. Muthir Sakin al-Gharam ila Rawdat Dar al-Salam, Nizami, Cawnpore, 1289/1872

3. Tamimat al-Sabiy fi Tarjumat al-Arba‘in min Ahadith al-Nabiy, Siddiqi Press, Lahore,
131271894

4. Seat al-Majal ila maYahillu Al-al-Arzaq wa al-Ustl(science of Hadith) published from Bhopal

5. Jhar al-Hmas min m‘ana Hadith Buniy al-Islam ‘Ala Khams, Shahjahani Press Bhopal 1895

6. Anarat al-Damir al-Mustaham bi-Bayan m‘ana Hadith al-T'amir fi al-Islam Shahjahani
Press Bhopal 1895

Unfortunately, some of the compilations of Nawab have been lost whose references are

either mentioned in his own books (dbqa al-Menan) or in the writings of his

biographers ‘Ali Hasan Khan’s Mathir-i-Siddiqi and Saeedullah’s Life & Works of Nawab

Siddiq Hasan Khan of Bhopal). Therefore, I think, this discussion regarding ‘Nawab Siddiq

Hasan Khan’s Contribution to Hadith literature’ is incomplete. I come to the

conclusion after going through all the above mentioned books, that he has a prominent

place among the scholars of 19" century, and the pre-eminent vistas of Nawab 's

thinking and well equipped researching capability.
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